
Local Governments 

Almira 

Creston 

Davenport 

Harrington 

Lincoln County 

Odessa 

Reardan 

Sprague 

Wilbur 

Chamber of Commerce 

Davenport Chamber 

Odessa Chamber 

Reardan Chamber 

Wilbur Chamber 

Public Development Authorities 

Harrington 

NW Lincoln County Regional 

Odessa 

Reardan Area  

Sprague 

Businesses 

Ag Enterprise Supply 

AgVentures NW  

Almira Farmers Warehouse Co. 

Avista 

Copenhaver Contracting 

Harrington Opera House 

Harrington Truck & Auto 

Healing Hooves 

Hotel Lincoln 

Lakeview Catering 

Leffel, Otis and Warwick 

McGregor Company 

North By Northwest 

Robertson Arts & More 

Scott’s Tire Service 

Seed-Rite Inc. 

Wheatland Little League 

Individuals 

Rex Harder 

Gordon & Billie Herron 

Mark & Kim King 

Lynn McWhorter 

Doug & Nancy Plinski 

Steve & Linda Powell 

Pete Roseman 

Jerry & Ellen Schafer 

Here’s an update on activity since our last 

newsletter...First, congratulations to Creston 

and Reardan. Both were awarded Community 

Development Block Grants for water system 

improvements. Congratulations also to the 

Harrington Opera House and the Harrington 

Historic Preservation Commission. Both re-

ceived historic preservation grants. The Opera 

House grant is for HVAC and lighting in the 

performance hall and the HP Commission 

grant is for an inventory of historic buildings 

within the City of Harrington…….. Great story 

on Davenport and their new pool in the 

Spokesman Review’s June 20 “Today” section. 

I am sure it made more than one reader won-

der if relocating to Davenport might be a good 

idea……..In April the EDC hosted USDA-Rural 

Development’s Ted Anderson and Sarah 

Sandvold for a workshop on USDA’s strength-

ened Guaranteed Loan Program. All Lincoln 

County Bank Managers were invited. Our goal 

is to identify loan programs that benefit both 

Lincoln County’s lenders and borrowers at a 

time when business loans are hard to make 

and hard to get and we want to thank those 

managers who made the time to attend…..

…..In May the EDC joined forces with the 

Dept. of Health’s Drinking Water Division and 

Rural Community Assistance Corporation to 

provide Lincoln County’s local governments 

with training on Asset Management for Small 

Water Systems. Speakers covered topics such 

as Preventive Maintenance, Budgeting, Fund-

ing, Rate Structures and Connection Fee The-

ory. The two day workshop was a direct result 

of our Mayor’s Meeting on Water in Febru-

ary…….……..As Executive Director, I was 

invited to speak at the Reardan Mule Days 

Royalty luncheon in June. What a great oppor-

tunity to reach an audience of exceptional 

young women (many of whom were from Lin-

coln County) who will soon be transitioning 

from school into careers.  I talked about the 

economic opportunity and quality of life...                            
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Lincoln County Economic Development Council 

Thank you  

for your  

support! 

The Lincoln 

County Visitors & 

Convention Bureau 

advertising cam-

paign that utilizes 

County Lodging 

Tax dollars is in full 

swing. In April we started running ads in the 

Inlander and in May we started running ads in  

the local papers promoting events and recrea-

tional opportunities countywide. We have also 

built out www.visitlincolncounty 

washington.com to coincide with the advertising 

campaign. We are using site analysis tools to 

monitor the campaign and they show noticeable 

spikes in site visits for 4 out of 6 ad dates. The 

weekend of Mule Days shows a big spike. Visi-

tors are spending an average of 2 minutes and 

38 seconds on the site and the top four pages 

being viewed are Things To Do; Events;  

Destinations & Recreation.  

Your EDC Board of Directors 

Ron Groff, President; Scott Hutsell, Vice President; Lynn McWhorter, Secretary; Rex Harder, Treasurer;  

Gary Green; Billie Herron; Doug Plinski; Steve Starr; Dale Swant. 

R e a r d a n  P D A :   
L C E D F  G r a n t  a t  W o r k  

Reardan is one step closer to being home to the 

Inland Empire Rail-

way Historical Soci-

ety’s collection of 

restored engines, 

railcars and memora-

bilia. This spring the 

PDA and its partners 

completed a crossing 

over old Sunset Highway, the last link needed to 

allow movement of the engines and cars by rail 

from Spokane to a completed spur on their site 

west of Reardan. Five years ago Spokane 

County Commissioners told the Society they 

needed to move from Spokane’s fairgrounds. The 

PDA put forth a proposal to move the display to 

Reardan and it was accepted. The project will 

result in increased tourism in our area, thanks to 

the extensive efforts of the Reardan Area PDA & 

their partners and to a 2009 grant from the LC 

Commissioner’s Economic Development Fund.  



...available in their rural coun-

ties and our desire to retain 

our brightest and best. I’m 

sure it was torture for them 

since a sunny Mule Days festi-

val was going on outside, but I 

couldn’t pass up a chance like 

that…… The EDC invited the 

citizens of Creston, Wilbur and 

Almira to an Open House in 

April. The purpose was to de-

termine if the citizens wanted 

to promote their communities 

to the stakeholders involved in 

two large construction projects 

taking place at Grand Coulee 

Dam. The answer was a re-

sounding yes and two dozen 

people joined in a brainstorm-

ing session to determine what 

form that promotion could 

take. The resulting community 

and county profiles and list of 

business contacts can be 

found on the EDC web site 

and have been distributed to 

the Bureau of Reclamation 

and the independent contrac-

tors involved .…….The Broad-

band Workshop scheduled for 

April 7 was cancelled. How-

ever, the Dept. of Commerce 

Information Services Division 

has assured us that they will 

be rescheduling. We sincerely 

hope you will plan to attend 

and help us to stress to the 

state that Lincoln County 

needs improvements in Broad-

band speeds and coverage!   
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Thank you to the 60+ members who attended our Member Appre-

ciation event at the Harrington Opera House in May. This was an 

opportunity for the EDC Board and staff to thank our existing mem-

bers for their continuing support and to welcome new members as 

we begin our 5th year in service. It was also a chance to get up-

dates on many of the economic development projects going on in 

the County. Guests enjoyed a buffet featuring local flavors and had 

the opportunity to see first hand the progress being made on the 

Opera House. There are more event photos on our facebook page.  

Special thanks to the Elected Officials who joined us and to 

Avista Utilities and the Harrington Opera House Society 

for sponsoring this event!  

EDC Office: 303 6th St., Davenport WA 

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 1304, Davenport WA 99122 

Phone:  (509) 725-1170  /  Fax:  (509) 725-1172 

Exec. Director:  Margie Hall  edcmargie@centurylink.net 

Admin. Assistant:  Joyce Mings  edcjoyce@centurylink.net  

www.lincoln.edc /  www.visitlincolncountywashington.com 
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 W E D A  R e p o r t  

   M e m b e r  A p p r e c i a t i o n  N i g h t !  

E D C  C o n t a c t  I n f o r m a t i o n   

Speaking of exports, an 

agreement between Lincoln 

County and the Moses lake 

Port District could provide a 

valuable benefit to Lincoln 

County businesses that im-

port goods from outside the 

U.S. At their June 21 meet-

ing, County Commissioners 

approved the EDC’s request 

to apply for inclusion in the 

Moses Lake Port District’s 

Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ.) A 

business that imports goods 

into Lincoln County could 

possibly reduce, delay or 

eliminate duties if they 

choose to be part of that 

FTZ. The Moses Lake Port 

District will now apply to the 

U.S. Foreign Trade Zones 

Board to modify their 

boundaries to include Lincoln 

County. They anticipate a 

response within 30 days.  

See the press release on the 

EDC’s News web page for 

more information.  

I attended the Washington 

Economic Development Asso-

ciation spring conference in 

Yakima in June. It was very  

informative, but at the same 

time it was another somber 

reality check . Attendees 

learned that the Department of 

Commerce, who provides part 

of the Lincoln County EDC’s 

funding, has had its economic 

development operating budget 

cut dramatically. EDC regional 

service managers have been 

cut from eleven statewide to 

four. Fortunately Terry 

Lawhead, Lincoln County’s 

current rep, is one of the four, 

but his territory has increased. 

We also learned that CERB is 

anticipated to be out of funds 

by their September Board 

meeting with no further con-

struction funding budgeted. 

Overall, job creation and reten-

tion is the #1 concern and 

increasing the state’s export 

activity is their #1 goal.  

EDC Board 

Meetings 

July 15, August 19 & Sep-
tember 23 are the dates set 
for next quarterôs EDC Board 
meetings. Meetings are held 
in the Commissioners 
Chambers in the Lincoln 
County Courthouse in Dav-
enport, 3:00 to 5:00, unless 
otherwise posted on the 

EDCôs web site. 

U p d a t e  C o n t .  

Council Meetings 

 N e w  E D  T o o l ?  

§ Almira: 2nd Tuesday 

7pm. 

§ Creston: 1st & 3rd 

Thursday 6pm.  

§ Davenport: 2nd & 4th 

Wednesday  7pm. 

§ Harrington: 2nd 

Wednesday 7:30pm. 

§ Odessa: 2nd & 4th  

Monday 7pm. 

§ Reardan: 3rd Thursday 

7pm. 

§ Sprague: 1st & 3rd 

Wednesday  7pm. 

§ Wilbur: 1st & 3rd 

Wednesday 7:30 pm.  


